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Mission Statement 

Through voluntary and collaborative measures, The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County works 

to permanently protect and enhance lands having important scenic, agricultural, habitat and cultural 

values for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

Introduction 

The Pismo Preserve was successfully purchased by The Land Conservancy in September of 2014 with 

substantial help from State agencies, local businesses, individual donors, the County of San Luis Obispo, 

local municipalities, and numerous community groups. Since the purchase, The Land Conservancy has 

worked tirelessly to design and permit an enjoyable, safe, and attractive staging area to serve the public 

when the Preserve opens. This 880 acre property promises to be an extremely popular park for 

residents and visitors, and is truly a phenomenal community asset. 

During the campaign, The Land Conservancy promised to make the property accessible for all visitors, 

including equestrians, mountain bikers, and of course, hikers. Working within grant and local permitting 

requirements, The Land Conservancy has designed and successfully permitted two parking areas, two 

restroom facilities, an ADA accessible trail, and a spectacular system of trails. Now we must raise the 

funds and promises of in-kind services to bring our vision to reality. 

 

Project Description 

The proposed amenities include a paved parking area for cars, with 3 non-paved spaces for equestrian 

truck and trailers.  The parking area will have a restroom which will be connected to City of Pismo Beach 

water and sewer services. A paved ADA accessible trail will be constructed along the southern boundary 

of the property.  A network of 11 miles of new trails will radiate out from the two parking areas. The 
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design includes informational kiosks, picnic areas, safety lighting, wayfinding features, roadway 

improvements, and drought-tolerant landscaping.   

 

The design process has been informed by extensive input from numerous stakeholders and regulatory 

agencies, and the design team was dedicated to striking a balance between affordability and 

incorporating attractive and enjoyable features. The Land Conservancy’s ultimate goal is to provide a 

safe, sustainable, and sensational experience for visitors to the Preserve.  The attached renderings and 

construction documents provide extensive detail regarding what The Land Conservancy plans to 

construct on the site.  
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Status of Permit Approvals and Project Timeline 

The project has received a Minor Use Permit and Coastal Development Permit from the County of San 

Luis Obispo. A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared and accepted at the State Clearinghouse 

per CEQA. 90% plans have been submitted to the County of San Luis Obispo Building Department and 

are expected to be approved by the end of April, 2018. Construction is expected to start in June 2018 

and will likely take at least 6 months. 

Volunteer trail crews have completed over 11 miles of new trails which, The Land Conservancy currently 

provides access via docent led activities. The Land Conservancy is targeting the Spring 2018 construction 

season to build the amenities, and the public is anxiously awaiting its opening. 

Community Benefits 

The Project will benefit residents of the Five Cities and all of San Luis Obispo County. Opportunities for 

upland hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding are currently limited in the Five Cities area. The 

Preserve is within walking and biking distance, or just a short drive away, for thousands of people in the 

most densely populated region of the County. Close access to an extensive open space preserve will 

offer increased opportunities for residents to engage in healthy activities and connect to their local 

lands.   

 

Plans are already underway for local schools to use the site as an outdoor learning laboratory, and 

organized groups from all over the County are clamoring to volunteer and visit the property. The 

Preserve will attract visitors from across the state and the nation, which will increase support for our 

local businesses by extending hotel stays and restaurant visits on the Central Coast. National studies 

have shown that home values within close proximity to open space increase by up to 20%; it is likely that 

the Preserve will have a similar effect on the surrounding neighborhoods.  Publications such as Sunset 

Magazine, major newspapers, and outdoor adventure blogs and journals have all published stories 

about the Preserve and will run features on the Preserve once it is open.  
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Collaborative Efforts 

The Pismo Preserve has received unprecedented support and praise from throughout our community 

and beyond. As mentioned above three state agencies provided funding for the purchase. Local 

government, including the County of San Luis Obispo, the City of Pismo Beach, and Cal Fire, have 

supported the purchase and participated in the design process.  

Community organizations such as Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers, Ride Nipomo, SLOPOST and 

local Rotary clubs have donated funds and provided thousands of volunteer hours in support of the 

project. Local businesses including waterfront hotels, engineering firms, and environmental consulting 

firms have donated funds and services to get us to where we are today.  To date, over $400,000 has 

been spent on initial property maintenance, design and permitting of the amenities, and trail planning 

and construction. Another $250,000 of in-kind services has been contributed to the project, including 

soils analysis, geotechnical reports, cultural resources surveys, biological resources surveys, erosion 

control, and management plan development. 

The Pismo Preserve is truly a community project.  
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Request for Support 

We have assumed a funding model that relies heavily on in-kind services from local contractors and 

other professionals to construct the amenities onsite.  This is a truly exceptional and one of a kind 

project.  We are poised and ready to construct a world-class amenity for everyone to enjoy, and hope 

that your firm will be a partner in this phase of the project. 

Closing 

In order to open the Pismo Preserve to the public we must construct the amenities identified in our 

estimate and designs. We have strived to create a public park that our community will be proud of for 

generations to come. We look forward to discussing the project in more detail; thank you for your 

consideration of our request to support the creation of the Pismo Preserve. 

 

 

 


